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 I am not here to speak to you on OHS systems 
and their applications. But my lecture this 
morning will focus mainly on workers in our 
society who do not need to understand these 
stuffs before we save their lives from disabling 
occupational injuries and diseases. They need 
your help and my help; they are the forgotten 
majority, the suffering majority, the ignorant 
majority. 
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 My PhD field work took me to their corridors. 
Observing the way they work and the hazards 
they are exposed to when carrying out their 
tasks is heart breaking. Preaching the “gospel” 
according to occupational safety and health to 
them is like trying to squeeze water out of a 
stone. They are exposed to hazards and they 
are hazards. They took risks and they are 
risks.  
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 But without them we remain uncovered. From 
head to toes they are involved in our lives. 
They make us look handsome and beautiful but 
not protected from hazards inherent in 
changing our looks. They are always rendering 
assistance, though not free when the cars 
refused to start. They took our dirt away to 
remain their casual neighbours. They climbed 
to put roofs over our heads. But who can help 
them to be saved from working in unsafe acts 
and unsafe conditions? Do we really care? : The 
forgotten majority!  
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 The International Labour Organisation has 
defined the informal sector as, “very small-scale 
units producing and distributing goods and 
services, and consisting largely of independent, 
self-employed producers in urban areas …’’ (ILO 
Dilemma 1991 in Mhone 1996).  

 Inevitably, these are the engines of our 
economy. 
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“they generally live and work in appalling, often 
dangerous and unhealthy conditions, even 
without basic sanitary facilities, in the shanty 
towns of urban areas.’’ -Mhone (1996) 
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 Most common types of trades in this sector 
include building construction, electronic 
repairs, brick making, carpentry, metal work 
and auto-mechanic repairs.  The sector in most 
cases provides jobs for the ever increasing 
masses most especially youths and those who 
are released from formal employment.  
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 The followings were results of a 
study   carried out in 22 randomly 
selected mechanic workshops (as a 
representative of informal sector) 

covering 182 workers in Ibadan.  
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S/N Workshops No of Workers  % Of Workers Cumulative % 

1 Abioye  2 1.1 1.1 
2 Aduloju  8 4.4 5.5 
3 Ajao Bus Stop 32 17.6 23.1 
4 Alademimo  4 2.2 25.3 
5 Audu  1 .5 25.8 
6 Ayo   2 1.1 26.9 
7 Benbo  1 .5 27.5 
8 Bimbo  5 2.7 30.2 
9 Eleyele  20 11.0 41.2 
10 Ifepodun  1 .5 41.8 
11 ifesowapo  1 0.5 42.3 
12 Irepodun  1 0.5 42.9 
13 Irepowa  2 1.1 44.0 
14 Iyana  15 8.2 52.2 
15 Iyanganku  20 11.0 63.2 
16 Mechanic Engineer 

Village 1 .5 63.7 

17 Mechanic village 20 11.0 74.7 
18 Mobil  18 9.9 84.6 
19 Okebola  23 12.6 97.3 
20 Olaniyi   1 .5 97.8 
21 Prince  3 1.6 99.5 
22 Rambo  1 0.5 100.0 
  Total 182 100.0   

  Table 1:  Location of  Workshops/ Distribution of Workers 
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Job type Frequency Percent Cumulative Percent 

Auto Mechanics 75 41.2 41.2 

Panel Beater  30 16.5 57.7 

Battery Charger  13 7.1 64.8 

Welder 22 12.1 76.9 

Auto-electrician  16 8.8 85.7 

Auto-Painter 26 14.3 100 

Total  182 100   

Auto mechanic technician  accounted  for 41.2 %  of the study population. It 
was also discovered that they were either the landlords or team leaders while 
other craftsmen joined them to render support services.  
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 On knowledge of occupational health and safety and consequences of 
exposure to workplace hazards; 74.6% of the study population did not have 
any knowledge of occupational health and safety while 92.3% were not aware 
of consequences of exposure to hazards inherent in their jobs.   

 

 

  Frequency Percent Cumulative Percent 

Yes 46 25.3 25.3 

No 136 74.7 100 

Total 182 100   
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  Frequency Percent Cumulative 

Percent 

Yes 14 7.7 7.7 

No 168 92.3 100 

  182 100   

Few of the subjects (7.7%)  had some insight into the occupational 
health and safety hazards of their workplaces while 92.3 % of the 
study population  generally lacked thorough factual occupational 
health and safety knowledge.  
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  Frequency Perce

nt 

Cumulative Percent 

Yes 4 2.2 7.7 

No  178 97.8 100 

  182 100   

97.8%  of the study population  did not consider safety  as a 
priority while carrying out their jobs.  
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Training on how to work safely 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 On participation in occupational health and safety programme, 
only 3.3% of the workers have ever participated in occupational 
health and safety programme, likely to be when they worked in a 
formal sector. 

 

  Frequency Percent Cumulative Percent 

Yes 6 3.3 3.3 

No  176 96.7 100 

  182 100   
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Operation of  fire extinguishers 

 

 

 

 
Only 64 (35.2% ) of the study population had fire extinguishers in their 
workshops while only 10 (15.6%)  knew how to operate the fire 
extinguishers 

 

  Frequency Percent Cumulative Percent 

Yes 64 35.2 63.2 

No  118 64.8 100 

  182 100   
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  Frequency Percent Cumulative Percent 

Yes 13 7.6 7.6 

No  169 92.4 100 

  182 100   

Most of the workers (92.4%) did not use any protective equipment while 
working. On further investigation most of them confessed of finding them 
inconvenience while working. Among the 7.6 % of the participants who were 
using PPE were painters and panel beaters whose exposure to chemical 
hazards were very obvious and visible. 
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Job type 

  

Frequency of respondents    (n=172) 

yes no Total 
Respondents 

absolute 
figure 

% absolute 
figure 

% absolute 
figure 

% 

Apprentice 35 28.1 11 23.9 46 26.7 

Joining man 28 22.4 9 19.1 37 21.5 

Master 
craftsman 

62 49.6 27 57.4 89 51.7 

% within total 125 72.7 47 27.3 172 100 

A large percentage 72.7% (125) of the respondents as shown in the above table indicated 
that they had backache after work. This might have resulted from the nature of their jobs 
which was discovered to be physically demanding most especially panel beating and 
replacement of vehicles’ engines often carried out in poor postures. 
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Job type 
  

frequency of respondents    (n=175) 

yes no Total 
Respondents 

absolut
e figure 

% absolute 
figure 

% absolute 
figure 

% 

Apprentice 41 29.3 5 14.3 46 26.3 

Joining man 31 22.1 6 17.1 37 21.1 

Master 
craftsman 

68 48.6 24 68.6 92 52.6 

% within total 140 80 35 20 175 100 

One of the effects of poor lifting technique is general weakness of 
he body often refer to as fatigue. 80% (140) of the respondents 
experienced this after work as shown in the above table.  
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Job type 
  

frequency of respondents    (n=148) 

yes no Total 
Respondents 

absolute 

figure 

% absolute 

figure 

% absolute 

figure 

% 

Apprentice 5 20.8 36 29.0 41 27.7 

Joining man 0 0 36 29.0 36 24.3 

Master 
craftsman 

19 79.2 52 41.9 71 48.0 

% within total 24 16.2 124 83.8 148 100 

As shown in the table above 79.2 % (19) of the respondents who were master craftsmen 
and 20.8% (5) who were apprentice complained of difficult of hearing.  In most of the 
workshops, master craftsmen and apprentice engaged in all the heavy duty works 
capable of generating noise of high intensity (though not measured). Panel beating of 
vehicles could produce noise levels capable of damaging the hearing of workers. The 
effect is not instantaneous but gradual in nature, albeit depending on the duration of 
exposure and level of noise.  
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  Frequency Percent Cumulative 

Percent 

Yes 39 21.4 63.2 

No  143 78.6 100 

  182 100   

  

The table above shows that only 21.4% of the study 
population had first aid boxes in their workshop. 
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  Frequenc

y 

Percen

t 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Yes 122 67 67 

No  60 33 100 

  182 100   
Solid wastes such as emptied containers and unused spare parts of vehicles 
accumulated in open dumps in 67% of the workshop where flies and rats and disease 
carrying insects and rodents proliferated.  

Used cans and unused spare parts of vehicles  
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 Many of the mechanic workshops were located in the 
backyard or the road sides. Owing to the variety of activities 
performed, there was a wide range of risks associated with 
these activities. Workshops were mainly open shelters which 
lack sanitary facilities and potable water and suffered from 
inadequate refuse disposal methods.   

 Other observed features in these workshops were poor 
housekeeping, use of unsuitable personal protective 
equipment and tools, poor lifting methods, and inadequate 
fire protection. 

  

 Many workshops in these sectors disposed of hazardous 
wastes in an improper manner. Thus, the workers were at 
risk of being exposed to hazardous waste with the potential 
of causing ill health. 
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 They were also potentially exposed to solvents (gasoline and diesel fuel), motor 
vehicles lubricants (engine oil, grease, and coolants).   

 The workers were also exposed to airborne particulates and vehicles exhausts 
fumes. The auto painters were particularly exposed to solvents. 

  Improper storage of equipment and disposal of used fuel was observed during 
the walk through survey.  

 During work through survey it was discovered that some of the workers suffered 
from dermatitis which was likely caused by exposure to one or more of the 
solvents  
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The personal protective equipment such as coverall as shown in 
the  figure below were not properly kept and were heavily 
contaminated with chemicals   
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 Poor knowledge of hazards inherent in the use of 
materials or substances for production by workers and 
exposure of workers to different types of occupational 
and environmental hazards.  
 

 Failure to use protective equipment such as ear muff or 
plugs when exposed to potential excessive noise far 
beyond the workplace exposure limit of 85 dB (A) for 
eight hour working day is a common scene.  
 

 There is lack of welfare facilities and services in the 
workplaces. For instance sanitary facilities are not made 
available in roadside mechanic workshops and other 
open air- enterprises.  
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 Nutritional deficiencies and parasitic and 
other infectious diseases are common among 
workers in this sector of the economy. These 
will without doubt, increase the susceptibility 
of the workers to develop occupational 
diseases. For example, workers with 
nutritional anaemia are sensitive to low levels 
of exposure to lead. 

  Most workers in informal sector are family 
based and mainly operate outside the main 
institutional regulatory framework and are 
therefore rarely supervised.  
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 Unsafe conditions or Unsafe acts  will jeopardise 
production and efficiency 

 The  economic gain from promotion of self-
employment and mass employment of people will be 
absorbed by sickness absence and treatment of 
diseases.  

 The economic gain by people who belong to these 
sector is  therefore consumed by medical expenses.  

 The neglect of the general wellbeing of the workforce 
in informal sector will make poverty eradication  to 
be  impossible.  
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 Improvement of the working condition of this sector for 
sustaining development and economic growth through 
promotion of positive safety and health culture not only 
at work but at home and on even on the road as well.  

 

 There is need for education and training at all levels; 
starting from the youths and workers in  informal 
sectors where most of the youths are employed. It 
should be noted here that occupational safety and 
health is not a product but a value. 

 

 Efforts should also be geared towards convincing the 
lawmakers, either at state and federal levels of the 
overall benefits of an integrated safety and health policy 
for a better society.  
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THANKS FOR LISTENING 
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